
GLASTRY GAZETTE 

EDITORIAL 

Welcome to the first Newsletter 
of the new school year. We par-
ticularly welcome new students in 
Years Eight and Thirteen to the 
college and hope they will benefit 
from the many educational op-
portunities here. The college also 
welcomes Miss Pue as a teacher 
of Technology to Glastry. 

In June Mrs Corbett retired fol-
lowing a long association with the 
college, most recently as Pastoral 
Vice-Principal. Mrs Corbett has 
been replaced by Mrs Harris, who 
is well known to the college com-
munity in her previous positions 
as Year Head and Head of History. 
In addition Mr Gilmore has also 
been appointed Assistant Vice-
Principal. 

In early November we received 
the sad news of the death of Mr 
Chris Ferguson, a much respected 
former member of staff, and a 
fitting tribute has been paid in the 
adjacent article. 
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MR C FERGUSON 

1975-2014 

It is with much sadness that we report the death of 
Mr Chris Ferguson, a former and highly respected 
teacher at Glastry. Chris was appointed a teacher of 
History and Citizenship in 2003 and eventually be-
came Head of Citizenship and Year Head. Through-
out that time Chris demonstrated that he was an 
enthusiastic, dedicated and committed teacher 
who always sought the best outcomes for his students. Chris excelled 
in the position of Year Head, where he chided, encouraged and sup-
ported many students through the challenges of the GCSE years. 
Chris’s classes were always interesting, relevant and well prepared. 

Chris strongly believed in the vital importance of extra-curricular ac-
tivities to students’ development. To that end he was involved in 
many extra-curricular activities, whether designing sets for the school 
production, assisting with  PE and supporting staff and students in 
many other different activities. Having enjoyed playing rugby in his 
own school days, Chris was determined that rugby should feature in 
Glastry’s after-school sports provision and he introduced the sport to 
Glastry.  

Chris endlessly and tirelessly promoted rugby by enthusing students, 
organising training and fixtures against other schools and taking stu-
dents to Ulster matches at Ravenhill. In consultation with students, a 
rugby kit was designed and the Kukri tops introduced to school. 

Chris was always immaculately dressed, sporting handmade shirts, 
ties and elegant suits direct from London; although the baggy shorts 
worn on staff training days were perhaps not such a good idea. Chris 
had a great sense of humour and his natural wit could find humour in 
situations where others failed to see what was funny.  

The very large attendance at Chris’s funeral on Tuesday 4 November 
in Bangor Abbey bore testament to the esteem in which Chris was 
held by so many people. Current and former students and staff, mem-
bers of the Scouts and rugby communities and family and friends 
gathered for the dignified service which celebrated the life of one who 
had made such an impact on so many other lives. The college commu-
nity continues to remember Lynsey, Abigail and Elijah and the wider 
family circle in its thoughts and prayers. 

November 2014 



COLLEGE TRIPS 

PARIS TRIP 

Finty McIlroy  and Rachel Stewardson Y11 

 

On 18 June, 47 excited students and five staff departed Glastry for the 
school trip to Paris. We travelled to Dublin before getting the plane to 
Beauvais airport near Paris. Throughout the trip we visited many in-
teresting and historical buildings, including the Eiffel Tower, the Sacre 
Coeur church, Notre Dame cathedral, the Louvre art museum and the 
Arc de Triomphe. The weather throughout our visit was 32 degrees, 
so it was very warm and pleasant. We stayed in the  Hotel France and 
the food was very good. Many of us got to try out different cuisine 
and the whole Flunch experience was interesting to say the least!  Our 
visit to Eurodisney was the highlight of the trip – there was a great 
atmosphere and we all enjoyed the rides. We were a little disappoint-
ed with the Mona Lisa painting in the Louvre – it was so small and the 
bigger paintings there were so much more interesting and impressive.  

It was a new experience for many of us travelling on the metro 
(underground trains), where the doors closed so quickly. Rachel also 
enjoyed the trip to Aquaboulevard and we stayed up chatting in our 
room until 4am – but don’t let the teachers know this! 

We all had a great time in Paris and recommend that you visit. 



COLLEGE TRIPS 

On Friday 19th September my tutor 

group went to Crawfordsburn 

Scout Centre. It was a good day 

and we all had to work together as 

a team or the task wouldn’t get 

done. We did various activities like 

sliding on the skis – which I 

thought was fun; orienteering, 

which was ok; the Crates, which 

was awesome; and a Water Chal-

lenge which was fun and finally 

making a sandcastle. I had a great 

day. 

Faith Reid  8R 
On the 19th September we went 

to Crawfordsburn. We did lots of 

activities, such as making some-

thing which represented Glastry 

College out of sand, shells, sea-

weed and other things we found 

on the beach. Then we did a puz-

zle, but it was quite difficult. 

Afterwards, we used crates to 

cross from one side of the room 

to the other and we weren’t al-

lowed to fall off, which was fun! 

We also used a bucket of water to 

fill up two pipes to get a ball out 

of it, but there were lots of holes 

in the pipes, so some of us had to 

hold our fingers over the holes. 

We all got soaked! 

Panna Fonay 8R 

YEAR 8 INDUCTION TRIP TO CRAWFORDSBURN 



COLLEGE NEWS 

MRS CORBETT 
 
 
 
 
 

Following an association of over 
twenty five years with Glastry 
College, latterly as Vice-Principal, 
Mrs Corbett retired at the end of 
June. Mrs Corbett was initially 
employed as a teacher of Geogra-
phy and over the years pro-
gressed to Head of Year Eight, 
Head of Junior School and finally 
Vice-Principal where she had a 
particular responsibility for the 
welfare of students and staff. Mrs 
Corbett excelled in this role, man-
aging to know everything that 
was going on in school, even 
when she was not in the building! 
Mrs Corbett supported students 
and staff through difficult situa-
tions in their personal lives and 
was always available to talk to. 

Mrs Corbett was always meticu-
lously organised and got involved 
in all aspects of school life, enjoy-
ing the work which went into 
Prize Day and the various fun 
days over the years. Mrs Cor-
bett’s clicking heels were well 
known throughout the school and 
signified her speedy approach. 
Indeed she often exceeded the 
speed limit in the English corri-
dor. 

We wish Mrs Corbett a long and 
happy retirement. 

OUR NEW VICE-PRINCIPAL 

MRS HARRIS 

 

Upon Mrs Corbett’s retirement in June Mrs 

Harris was appointed Vice Principal. Rebec-

ca Taylor and Nathan Lee interviewed her 

about her new position. 

How long have you been teaching in 

Glastry? 

I’ve been teaching here since 2002. 

Why did you choose to work in this school? 

As a past pupil I knew that it was a good 

school and when I saw around the school the day of my first inter-

view, I knew I wanted to work here. 

Why did you want to teach History? 

I am a nosey person and to be a good historian you need to have an 

enquiring mind- that’s why I like my subject so much!  Besides history 

is everywhere you look. 

Do you like your new job as Vice Principal? 

Most days I love it, but there are one or two days when I don’t. 

Are there any things which you are hoping to change in the school? 

I would like to boost the image of the school so that more people 

know what a good school we have here. I also want to listen more to 

the Student Voice. 

Would you like to be Principal one day? 

No – I wouldn’t like all that responsibility, but I would like the salary! 



COLLEGE NEWS 

NEWS OF PAST STUDENTS 

 

The college is always delighted to 

hear about former students and 

was delighted to hear that five 

former students, Shauna Beacom, 

Louise Magowan, Kyle Davidson, 

Jill McDowell and Scott Irvine, all 

graduated with First Class Hon-

ours from the University of Ul-

ster. Shauna and Kyle were 

awarded the top graduates of 

2014 in the faculties of Business 

and Computing respectively. Both 

students have secured full-time 

employment. 
Bonjour!  Guten Tag!  Hei!  Buongiorno!  ¡Hola!  Olá!  Hallo!  

Bonġu!  Labas!  Cześć!  Grüss Gott! 

Mrs Beckett 

On the 26th September people celebrate all the different languages 

that are spoken throughout Europe.  More than 300 languages are 

spoken by people living in the UK alone.  In Glastry we ran a general 

knowledge language competition in tutor groups – Did you know that 

there are twice as many pigs as people in Denmark or that Pinocchio 

is actually Italian for pine eyes?  Congratulations to 13.1 who won 

with the best tiebreaker from the three highest scoring groups!  In 

French classes we had a selection of language based activities includ-

ing researching how to say hello in different languages, quizzes, post-

er competitions and games.  German prizes were awarded to the win-

ners in keeping with our international theme (mmm – delicious!) The 

Modern Language Department is looking forward to celebrating Eu-

rope Day in May with more challenges and prizes up for grabs.    



COLLEGE NEWS 

TRIP TO FRENCH PLAY 

Hannah Thompson Y11 

 

Recently fifty pupils from Glastry attended a French performance at 

Strangford College: ‘Erreur d’Identité’. There was a male and a female 

actor, both native French speakers, who took on several roles as different 

characters. Both Year 10 and Year 11 GCSE students were watching, and 

though not everyone could make out everything which was being said, 

they understood because the actors used lots of actions. Having a fabu-

lous French teacher, our GCSE class understood quite a bit of the lan-

guage as we had gone over lots of vocabulary beforehand. The outing 

was a great educational experience for us, and gave everyone a laugh 

too. C’était très amusant! 



COLLEGE NEWS 

ANTI-BULLYING ASSEMBLIES 

Mr McCord 

The Northern Ireland Anti-Bullying Forum (NIABF) regional coordina-

tor, Mr Lee Kane, has taken assemblies in Glastry College during Octo-

ber. Pupils were asked about what they thought bullying means to 

them and how it happens.  

Mr Kane explained that bullying is the repeated use of power by one 

or more persons, intentionally  to harm, hurt or adversely affect the 

rights and needs of another or others. Pupils were asked about how 

our college deals with bullying. In the college pupils have friends, pupil

-mentors, prefects, classroom assistants and teachers to speak to. Mrs 

Harris, our newly-appointed Pastoral Vice-Principal and the College’s 

Child Protection designated teacher, is also available to speak to pu-

pils and parents about bullying. Mr Kane also highlighted the forth-

coming Anti-Bullying Week, which will run from 17 to 22 November 

2014. Pupils in the College are also being encouraged to use their cre-

ativity and to submit entries for this year’s anti-bullying art and crea-

tive writing competition. 

YEAR ELEVEN SOCCER  

REPORT 

 

Glastry 1 – Saintfield 1 

This was a very exciting match 
with lots of chances at both ends.  
The two teams were very evenly 
matched.  Glastry used four Year 
10s in this match as there were a 
lot of injuries to key players in 
Year 11.  They performed very 
creditably and in particular spe-
cial mention must be made of our 
goalkeeper Harry Wallace who 
was outstanding in nets and kept 
Glastry in the match. 

After a break on the left the ball 
was played into the Saintfield box 
by Jay Atkinson.  Mitchell Finlay 
managed to get to the ball first 
and toe poked it over the line - 1-
0 Glastry.  At half time  the score 
was 1-0. In the second half both 
teams had chances.  With 5 
minutes to go, Saintfield got a 
break on the right and from this 
attack they equalised with a well 
taken goal.  At the end a draw 
was a fair result.   

Squad: Jake Walker, Jay Atkin-
son, Jack Dugan, Jonathan Palm-
er, Will Adams (Captain), Sam 
Dougan, Andrew McMaster, 
Ryan Patton, Rob Donnan, Gary 
Strain, Harry Wallace GK, Jona-
than Angus, Mitchell Finlay. 



SPORTS REPORT 

YEAR EIGHT SOCCER REPORT 

 

Glastry  5- Bangor Academy  1 

 

Bangor Academy B team started the brighter of the 
two teams and had the majority of the possession 
in the opening minutes of the game, when Glastry 
found themselves 1-0 down through a good finish 
from the Bangor Academy forward. As the game 
went on, Glastry grew in confidence and levelled 
the game at 1-1 with a good finish from Brian 
McMaster after an unfortunate miskick from the 
Bangor goalkeeper. Bangor then created several 
chances in the remaining stages of the first half to 
find Joel Bunting in the Glastry goal in fine form, 
producing good saves. Glastry grew in confidence in 
the second half with a notable performance from 
captain Curtis Houston. Soon after the restart 
Glastry took the lead through Brian McMaster with 
a cool finish giving the goalkeeper no chance. Ban-
gor Academy rallied but later conceded three goals 
with Brian McMaster completing his hat trick and 
captain Curtis Houston getting on the score sheet. 
The scoring was finished off by Robert McMaster in 
the remaining minutes of the game. 

 

Squad: Curtis Houston (Captain), Carson Angus, 
Ryan Waring, Robert McMaster, Brian McMaster, 
Mackenzie McCormick, Corben Adair, David 
Patton, Josh Strain, Sam McGurk, Joel Bunting GK, 
Christopher Flood. 

YEAR TEN SOCCER MATCH REPORT 

 

Lagan College 3 – Glastry 1 

 

After a very good start we had several chances, but 
Lagan started to come into the game more and 
more.  They had a good spell of possession and 
from this they scored their opening goal.  After a 
good clearance by our goalkeeper Harry Wallace, 
the ball fell to Jenson Allen who passed it to Gary 
Strain (Captain). Gary ran at pace, taking it past two 
defenders and unleashed a blistering shot from 20 
yards into the top corner-a stunning strike.  Unfor-
tunately after half-time Lagan scored twice.  Even 
though Glastry fought to the end of the match and 
had some good chances, we could not improve the 
scoreline.  Lagan were probably the best team we 
have faced for a while. This is the first time our 
team has been beaten in two years!! 

 

Squad: Justin Briggs, TJ Curry, Jonathan Angus, 
Harry Wallace GK, Tyler Rogan, Tyler Beattie, Gary 
Strain (Captain), Jenson Allen, Ryan McMaster, 
Mitchell Finlay, Robson Graham Ogg, Jack McMas-
ter, Joshua McMullan 


