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It is my privilege to introduce you to Glastry College  
and to outline the ethos and values of our school. 

For over 60 years we have been educating young 

people from the Ards Peninsula and beyond, 

irrespective of background, culture or academic 

ability.  Glastry College is reputed for its warm, 

family feel, its strong sense of community and 

excellent interactions between students and staff 

which reflects our caring, child-centred, Christian 

ethos. Students at our college are very well cared 

for and supported personally, emotionally and 

educationally throughout their school life, and we 

value each student as a unique individual gifted 

with a variety of abilities – academic, sporting, 

musical, artistic.  As such we aspire to develop 

the confidence and self-esteem of our students 

so they are motivated to achieve their highest 

potential within a safe and caring environment.  

This is enhanced and enriched by the very good 

relationships between teachers, students, parents 

and the local community. 

Now you are faced with choosing a post-primary 

school for your child where you will want 

them to be supported, cared for, challenged, 

motivated and enriched.  Glastry College is a 

school which can realise these aspirations. Our 

pastoral structure aims to keep the focus firmly 

on the individual child, and effectively supports 

the raising of standards and achievements for all 

students. 

School discipline is strictly but fairly enforced  

and is focussed on creating high standards and 

an atmosphere of respect. Our curriculum is 

flexible enough to provide for a full range of 

abilities, and we have developed into a college 

which now provides an education for students 

from Year 8 to Year 14 with many going on to 

further education at university. Our staff also 

provide access to a wide range of extracurricular 

activities, trips and events.  Glastry College 

encourages all students to aspire, to strive for 

their best, to aim higher and to succeed.  We 

believe with excellent pastoral care, the highest 

quality of teaching, hard-work, good attendance 

and the support of parents these aspirations will 

be achieved. 

We have three main aims at Glastry College: 

•  to enrich the student experience at Glastry 

College by providing a wide range of learning 

opportunities for them to experience, both 

inside and outside the classroom;

•  to empower them to be proactive in their 

learning and become independent learners; 

and 

•  to help them excel in their academic studies 

and in their ability to reach and fulfil their true 

potential.

Principal’s 
Welcome
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I wholeheartedly believe that Glastry College 

is a school where your child can flourish 

and develop into a mature, well qualified, 

responsible young adult, ready to embrace 

the challenges of further education, higher 

education or employment with confidence.  

If you are supportive of our ethos and values, 

willing to support our school policies and want 

a first class education for your child, please 

come along to meet us and find out more.

I welcome the opportunity to meet all 

students and their parents at our Open 

Evening in January. In the meantime, if you 

wish to speak with me please do not hesitate 

to contact the college.

A Hutchinson
Principal

The College Mission Statement

To support, guide and equip each 
young person to reach their full 
potential as learners, their aspirations 
as individuals, and to be happy, 
resilient and successful in life.

Our Values
• Respect

• Hard work

• Compassion

• Responsibility

• Kindness 

• Self-discipline

Our College Motto
Enrich, Empower, Excel

• Enrich through Learning

• Empower to Succeed

• Excel in Life
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The welfare of every 
student in Glastry College 
is paramount.  Pastoral 
care permeates all aspects 
of college life and while 
we adopt a whole college 
approach it is led by our 
Pastoral Vice-Principal and 
is supported by a strong 
pastoral team of Year 
Heads and Group Tutors.

We aim to provide a caring, supportive 

environment where individuals are valued 

for their unique talents and abilities, and 

where all our young people can have a 

positive working relationship with staff  

and appreciate the support they receive.  

We believe that knowing our students well  

and fostering positive relationships based  

on mutual respect enable this to happen.   

In Glastry College we feel that our 

students are: 

Pastoral 
Care

A college that cares 
for its students

1. Valued and respected

2. Treated equally and fairly

3.  Encouraged to reach their full 
potential

4.  Provided with opportunities to 
develop skills and qualifications that 
will enable them to be contributors 
to their communities and the 
economy in the 21st century

5.  Given the opportunity to engage 
in an enriched careers guidance 
programme.
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Each student belongs to a Registration Group 

under the care of a designated Group Tutor.  

Registration Groups meet each morning, and the 

Group Tutor has the primary responsibility for the 

pastoral and academic progress of their students.  

They also play a key role in fostering positive links 

between parents and the college, and will liaise 

closely to ensure that even the smallest issue or 

concern is addressed in an appropriate manner.  

Similarly, the Group Tutor will liaise regularly 

with subject teachers to support the students’ 

academic progress.

The Pastoral programme in Glastry College  

is comprehensive and aims to nurture the  

social, academic and personal development  

of each child.  

It is delivered by staff who have received  

bespoke training in these areas to ensure that 

students receive the best learning experience.

Pastoral Policies
The college has a range of policies that  

safeguard our students.  Copies of these  

Pastoral Polices are available from our  

Website and on request from the college  

office.  These include Child Protection  

and Safeguarding, Anti-Bullying, Drugs,  

Mobile Phone and Attendance policies.
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The key aims of learning  
support at Glastry are to ensure 
that each student achieves  
their potential, develops  
self-confidence, improves  
self-esteem, independence  
and resilience.

Our learning support provision is co-ordinated  

by the college Learning Support Co-ordinator.   

A team of classroom assistants are used to  

support our students in a range of ways,  

through in-class support, small groups and  

individual tuition.  Personal Learning Plans are  

drawn up in consultation with parents, students  

and outside agencies and are reviewed regularly  

to ensure suitable strategies are in place to support 

and guide students through each of their subjects.

Our peer mentoring, motivational mentoring and 

reading partnership programmes provide further 

support, whilst fostering positive relationships  

between senior and junior students and staff.  

The college also has students who are  

deemed as gifted and talented.  Bespoke  

teaching support programmes enable  

these students to reach their full potential.

A college that 
nurtures learning

Personalised 
Support
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Personalised Learning

Students are encouraged to engage actively 

in the learning process to help them become 

independent, reflective, life-long learners.

As part of our personalised approach to learning 

all students are encouraged to:

• Set aspirational targets and strive to achieve 

these

• Monitor their own progress

• Identify personal strengths and areas for 

improvement

• Engage meaningfully in self-assessment and 

peer assessment learning activities

As a college, we make effective use of a range of 

data to:

• Identify each student’s prior level of progress 

and achievement at the beginning of each 

key stage

• Track each student’s level of progress and 

achievement throughout each key stage 

• Identify underachievement and initiate 

intervention strategies to enable students to 

fulfil their potential
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We recognise the importance 
of celebrating the many 
achievements of our students.  
We realise that success comes 
in many forms and means 
different things to different 
people, therefore all students 
are encouraged to be a 
success in their own field.

Schemes to encourage the development of 

positive attitudes, self-discipline and good 

attendance are well embedded throughout the 

college.  Certificates, letters of commendation 

and prizes are used to encourage our students 

to take ownership of their own development  

and learning.  Throughout each academic  

year we have ‘Celebration of Success’  

assemblies which endorse these positive  

aspects of college life.  We also have our  

annual Prize Giving which awards prizes and 

trophies for excellent attendance, progress in 

learning, sports achievements and outstanding 

performance at GCSE and A-Level.

A college that 
celebrates success

Achievement
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Year 8 
Transition

We realise the change from 
Primary to Post-Primary School 
can be quite difficult for some 
children, and so care and 
attention is given to ensure 
there is a smooth transition.  
We support students through 
this process by:

• Visiting our feeder Primary Schools to meet 

with our transferring students and their 

Primary School teachers

• Providing opportunities for P6 and P7 

students to visit the college, meet teachers 

and take part in lessons

• Holding an Induction Evening in June for the 

parents/guardians of transferring students, 

during which they receive key information 

and have an opportunity to meet with 

members of the Pastoral Team

• Organising a fun, team building Induction 

Programme for all new year 8 students  

when they start the college in September.

Promoting Health and  
Well-Being
We safeguard our students by teaching them 

the importance of health and wellbeing, and by 

having extra-curricular clubs and programmes 

delivered by outside agencies.

Through our Personal Development Curriculum, 

we promote the importance of self-awareness, 

personal health and relations.  

Topics covered include:

• Anti-bullying

• Healthy eating

• Physical activity

• Substance misuse

• E-safety

• Positive mental health

• Resilience
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Student Support
The Independent School Counselling Service, 

provided by Family Works, gives all students the 

opportunity to talk in confidence to a qualified 

counsellor who has the skills and expertise to 

offer advice.  All of our students who have used 

this facility have found it to be beneficial.  All 

information is treated confidentially and sessions 

are available on a weekly basis as required.

The House System
The College’s House System makes a valuable 

contribution to the provision of Pastoral Care and 

the development of the college’s ethos.  Each 

student is assigned to one of the three houses, 

Montgomery, McCormick and Dunleath, and is 

expected to participate in healthy competition 

between the Houses across a range of academic, 

sporting and physical activities.

Through the House System we:

• Provide students with a group identity and 

sense of belonging

• Promote interaction between students in 

different year groups which provides them 

with opportunities to learn from each other

• Encourage students to become involved in 

extra-curricular activities

• Provide students with opportunities to 

develop leadership skills and qualities

• Encourage healthy competition and the 

desire to succeed

Year 8 – A Typical Day

Timetable:

9:25 - 9:45am
Registration time with Group Tutor  

and Peer Mentors

9:45 - 10:45am
Classes - Period 1

10:45 - 11:00am
Break

11:00am - 1:00pm
Classes - Periods 2 & 3

1:00 - 1:45pm
Lunch

1:45 - 3:45pm
Classes - Periods 4 & 5

3:45 - 4:30pm
After-school activities

Timetable
• In Glastry College we operate a two week 

(fortnightly) timetable, with one hour lessons.

• Students will meet with their Group Tutor 

each morning and attend a whole-school 

assembly once a week.  

• Students enjoy a 15-minute mid-morning 

break and a 45-minute lunch break.

• After-school activities are held on Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday afternoon from 

3:45pm until 4:30pm.

MONTGOMERY

MCCORMICK

DUNLEATH
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Glastry College believes 
in providing learning and 
knowledge that is relevant  
for a 21st Century workplace.  
As such, our curriculum 
values both academic and 
vocational courses that deliver 
stimulation, challenge and 
success across all key stages. 

We believe all students can thrive given 

the opportunity to study suitable courses 

when supported by teachers who have high 

expectations of what they can achieve and who 

will deliver the highest standards of teaching.

Our commitment to ICT reflects our 

determination to put technology at the heart 

of learning, while our college Virtual Learning 

Environment provides a platform for students to 

learn online through the many courses we offer. 

We believe in personalising the learning process 

and our bespoke tracking system enables us to 

monitor student progress, intervene and provide 

tailored support for students while at the same 

time praising those making progress. 

Teaching and Learning 
for the 21st Century

A college that 
inspires learning
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Optional Courses

• Double Award Science

• Art & Design

• Business & Communication Studies

• Business Studies

• Child Development

• Drama

• ECDL

• English Literature

• French

• Geography

• Government & Politics

• History

• Home Economics

• ICT

• Motor Vehicle Road User Studies

• Music

• Religious Studies

• Spanish

• Sports Studies

• Technology & Design

• Travel & Tourism

• Vocational Courses in Engineering,  

Business, Construction, Sports, ICT,  

Beauty, Child Development and Catering

Key Stage 3

In Years 8, 9 and 10 students study the following 
subjects in line with the NI Curriculum:

• Art & Design

• Citizenship

• Design & Technology

• Drama

• Employability

• English

• French

• Geography

• History

• Home Economics

• ICT

• Mathematics

• Music

• Personal Development

• Physical Education

• Religious Education

• Science

• Spanish – accelerated group

Key Stage 4

For GCSE, all students study the core  
subjects of:

• English

• Mathematics

• Science

• Physical Education

• An LLW course, including Careers  

and either Preparation for Adult Life,  

or CoPE, or Prince’s Trust

• Religious Studies

KS3, KS4 and Sixth  
Form Curriculum
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Sixth Form

Courses available:

• Art & Design

• Professional Business Services

• CoPE Level 3 (compulsory for all students)

• Design & Technology

• Engineering

• Geography

• Health and Social Care

• History

• Hospitality

• IT

• Life & Health Science

• Performing Arts

• Public Services

• Science

• Sociology

• Sports 

• Technology

• Tourism

Having achieved 5 GCSE subjects at Grade 

C and above, most of the Sixth Form student 

population is generated by Glastry students who 

have chosen to access the post-16 curriculum on 

offer.  However, increasingly students from other 

schools and colleges are deciding to transfer to 

Glastry, due to the warm welcoming ethos at the 

college, strong academic success at Key Stage 5, 

the range of subjects we have to offer, and the 

enrichment opportunities available which develop 

their personal and social skills.

Our curriculum provision is reviewed annually 

and continues to expand as we strive to  

meet the changing demands of our students.   

We therefore provide a range of traditional  

and vocational courses.

Private supervised study is facilitated in the Sixth 

Form Study Centre.  Students are also supported 

by a comprehensive careers programme enabling 

them to make informed decisions regarding 

potential pathways upon completion of their 

post-16 education.  The programme is enhanced 

with university visits, apprenticeship talks, work 

placements and individual meetings with our 

Careers Officer.

Prefects

Under the leadership of the Head Boy, Head Girl 

and their Deputies, we have a strong Prefect 

Team who take an active leadership role in 

college life.  They organise whole school events, 

provide valuable mentoring for the younger 

students, organise fundraising events, hold 

regular assemblies with each year group and 

attend important college functions.

Students within Sixth Form have the opportunity 

to develop further skills by applying for positions 

of responsibility which include: Mental Health 

Ambassadors, Student Mentors, Bus Prefects and 

Reading Buddies.

Homework Club

The Homework Club, which is supervised by  

Staff and Prefects, is available to all students  

daily at lunchtime.  It provides students the 

opportunity to:

• Complete homework

• Access resources and reference materials

• Research and write assignments

• Receive guidance, help and encouragement 

from Staff and Prefects.
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Careers 
Guidance

A college that plans 
for the future

Glastry College is  
committed to ensuring 
students have access  
to current and accurate 
Careers Education 
Information Advice and 
Guidance (CEIAG) within 
the school curriculum and 
through other agencies.   
We enable learners 
to develop essential 
employability skills and 
ensure students and their 
families are well supported  
in the key decisions they  
will be making at each  
Key Stage.

The focus of learning at Key Stage 3 is: 

• Identifying and developing skills and qualities

• Introducing careers management and 

understanding its importance

• Developing an understanding of work  

in the local and global sector

• Examining examples of enterprise and 

entrepreneurship

Prior to making their subject choices in  

Year 10 and Year 12, students will have an 

individual interview with the careers team  

at this important transition stage.
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At Key Stage 4 and Sixth Form our students:

• Develop knowledge and understanding of 

potential careers and their suitability for these

• Reflect on their individual skills, qualities and 

aspirations during dedicated careers classes

• Engage in one-to-one individual guidance 

interviews 

• Participate in workshops led by visiting 

speakers from a diverse range of  

employment sectors

• Participate in a mock interview programme 

and work experience in Year 12

• In Sixth Form, students also reflect on 

their achievements to date and identify 

decision-making strategies needed to make 

clear, realistic and informed choices about 

their post-18 pathways.  They do this by 

undertaking interview preparation, work 

experience and other work related activities.

Up to date Careers information is available in our designated Careers Hub and online for 
all year groups.
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Beyond the 
Classroom

A college that educates 
the whole person

In supporting our philosophy of 
developing the whole child, our 
college has a wide and varied 
extra-curricular programme.

Whether your child is a football fanatic, enjoys  

the outdoors, or thrives on culture there will be  

a club to suit every student.  We believe that  

by getting involved in activities beyond the 

classroom students will have fun, enjoy new 

experiences and make new friends.
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• Art Club

• Badminton

• Choir

• Climbing

• Coding

• Cross Country/ 

Running/ 

Outdoor Gym

• Drama

• Duke of Edinburgh  

Award Scheme

• Eco Club

• Equestrian Event  

(Annual)

• Football (Boys)

• Football (Girls)

• French

• Film Club

• Guitar Club

• Homework Club

• Maths Clinic

• Netball (Girls)

• Reading Club

• Rugby

• Science Club

• Scripture Union

• Skiing 
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Parental and Student 
Involvement

Glastry College welcomes the views of members 

of the school community, particularly those of 

parents and students.

We aim to engage parents through:

• Annual parent-teacher meetings for each 

Year Group

• Parent consultation on school aspects  

such as uniform and policies

• Parental evaluation of aspects of the  

college’s provision

• Regular communication on matters relating 

to students’ progress and wellbeing

• Membership of our Parent,  

Teacher & Friends’ Association

• The SIMS Parent App

Community
A college firmly rooted  
in its community
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The Student Council -  
Listening to the Student Voice
Our Student Council, which is led by our Head Boy  

and Head Girl, provides a forum for students from each 

Year Group to voice their opinions on a range of issues 

within the college. 

Representatives self-nominate and, aside from presenting 

ideas from students, they also play a key role in shaping 

our college policies and initiatives and taking college 

assemblies.  They have been particularly instrumental 

in assisting the college on our journey to becoming a 

Rights Respecting School and have identified 5 rights that 

are paramount to all students being able to thrive and 

fulfil their potential:

Article 2 
You have the right to protection against discrimination

Article 12 
You have the right to have a say in matters that affect you

Article 16 
You should be able to keep things private, unless there  

is a reason that you can’t

Article 28 
You have the right to an education

Article 31 
You have the right to relax, play music, play sports  

and participate in drama.

The Student Council enables our students to develop 

leadership skills, but also to ensure that the pupil voice  

is heard, listened to and acted upon within the college.

Peer Mentors
In Years 11 and 12 students have the opportunity to act as 

Peer Mentors.  Their role is to support younger students 

during registration time and during the school day, 

and to interact with them to develop their confidence, 

communication skills and self-esteem.  
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Our College Badge

The Talbot Hound is proudly  
worn on our blazer and  
signifies the community  
links that Glastry College  
has in the surrounding area.

John de Courcy, who invaded  
South East Ulster in 1177,  
rewarded his knights for  
his success by giving them  
tracts of land in Co. Down.

One of these knights was called 
Talbot or Talbet.  He developed 
a small community which later 
became known as Ballytalbet.

The Talbet family bred  
hunting dogs that were large  
Talbot Hounds.  When the  
college opened in 1957 it was 
decided this should feature  
on the college badge.   
The rest is history!

The college places a strong emphasis 
on school identification and personal 
appearance therefore students are 
expected to wear the college uniform 
to a high standard at all times.

Girls’ Uniform
• Black blazer with college badge

• Green stripe blouse  

[white blouse for Sixth Form]

• Dark grey 4-kick pleat skirt

• Green college jumper or cardigan  

(optional) [Black jumper or cardigan  

for Sixth Form (optional)]

• Plain black shoes - low heel

• Grey socks or black tights  

[black tights for Sixth Form]

• College tie with House colour*  

[Sixth Form Tie*]

• Black outdoor coat

• College scarf or plain black scarf may be worn

Boys’ Uniform
• Black blazer with college badge

• White shirt

• Black trousers

• Grey college V-neck pullover (optional)  

[Black jumper for Sixth Form (optional)]

• Black shoes

• Black/Grey socks

• College tie with House colour*  

[Sixth Form Tie*]

• Black outdoor coat

• College scarf or plain black scarf may be worn

*Ties may be purchased from the college

Please also note the following:

• 1 pair of earrings in the ear lobe is permissible

• No facial piercings allowed

• Hair should be of a natural colour

College 
Uniform
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2020-2021 PE Uniform

Girls’ Uniform

Compulsory Items
• Plain white sports socks 

• Glastry Kukri white polo shirt with college 

logo 

• Glastry Kukri black shorts with red tab 

Optional Items*
• Glastry Kukri black ¼ zip retro track top 

• Glastry Kukri black retro tapered track pant 

• Glastry Kukri plain black women’s technical 

leggings 

• Glastry Kukri black stadium track pant

• Glastry Kukri college hoodie 

Boys’ Uniform

Compulsory Items
• Plain white sports socks 

• Glastry Kukri white polo shirt with college 

logo 

• Glastry Kukri black shorts with red tab 

Optional Items*
• Glastry Kukri black ¼ zip retro track top 

• Glastry Kukri black retro tapered track pant 

• Glastry Kukri black stadium track pant

• Glastry Kukri college hoodie 

Supplementary Information

In addition to this booklet, our Prospectus 

Supplement contains information on 

Admissions Criteria to the College and 

further details on pupil performance in 

recent public examinations.



Getting Here

Due to its location, students travel to 

Glastry College from a wide catchment 

area in the Ards Peninsula and North 

Down.  Transport is provided by 

Translink and is accessible from:

• Ballyhalbert

• Ballywalter

• Bangor

• Carrowdore

• Cloughey

• Comber

• Donaghadee

• Glastry

• Greyabbey

• Kircubbin

• Loughries

• Millisle

• Newtownards

• Portaferry

• Portavogie

Glastry College

14 Victoria Road

Ballyhalbert

BT22 1DQ

t. 028 4277 1226

f. 028 4277 1351

e. info@glastry.newtownards.ni.sch.uk

www.glastrycollege.org.uk
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