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Dear Parent, 

 

The recently released Guidance on the Re-Opening of Schools has allowed us to put our final plans into 

place and communicate them to you.  The guidance from the Department of Education is detailed and 

most welcomed as the good news, in brief, is that all pupils will be back full time to Glastry College from 

Tuesday 1 September. We very much look forward to seeing the return of our school community. 

   

Start of Term Induction  
All pupils will be inducted back into the school as per the schedule below.  All induction assemblies will 

take place in the Assembly Hall.  There will be Induction days for each year group on the week beginning 

24 August 2020 as detailed below: 

 
Date Year Group Time 

Monday 24 August 2020 Year 12 09:30 – 15:45 

Tuesday 25 August 2020 Year 9 & Year 13 09:30 – 15:45 

Wednesday 26 August 2020 Year 10 & Year 14 09:30 – 15:45 

Thursday 27 August 2020  Year 8 09:30 – 13:00 

Friday 28 August 2020 Year 11 09:30 – 15:45 

  

Students will need to bring their own food for lunch and break as the canteen will not be open. They will 

also need to bring their own schoolbag, pens and pencils. The Department for Education is not providing 

transport until Tuesday 1 September so you will need to bring your child(ren) to and from school.  

 

New Routine 
The induction days will be used to remind pupils about expectations regarding behaviour and the 

importance of settling quickly back into the school routine, with the seriousness of the situation we are 

working with being emphasised.    The new one-way system will be explained, as will the designated 

‘play/social’ areas for each year group.  There will be staggered break and lunch times operating and each 

classroom will have a sanitisation station.  The key messages about regular hand washing and use of 

tissues/elbow when sneezing will be reiterated. Time will also be dedicated to looking at the emotional 

impact this may have had on our students. When in school full-time students will keep their school bags 

with them at all times, except at break and lunch times when their school bag will remain in the 

classroom.  Students are to be organised and bring to school the pens, pencils, calculators and other 

equipment they will need for each day. In order to minimise the risk of contamination, pupils will not be 

allowed to share resources with each other.  The teaching staff will provide books needed for their subject 

where appropriate.   Regular washing of uniforms is also recommended.  To assist with this, pupils may 

wear their college PE uniform to school on the day when they have timetabled PE.  Extra-curricular 

activities will begin as soon as the guidance permits. 

 

Start/end of school day arrangements 
Parents are asked not to have their children on the school site before 9;10 am to allow for the 

management of pupils into the school.   Our new routine will mean that on arrival to school, students will 

be asked to enter the College building by their assigned entrance, have their temperature taken, sanitise 

their hands and go straight to their registration room.  

When dropping off/picking up, parents/guardians are asked not to leave their cars. To avoid congestion 

on the school site from 1 September students in Years 8 – 10 should be dropped off at the turning circle in 



front of the College in the morning and collected from the back playground in the afternoon. Students in 

Years 11-14 should be dropped off and collected at the Clay Pits.  

Should you need to speak to a member of staff, this is now by appointment only, with the first point of 

contact being the School Reception and should you subsequently need to come into the school building, 

you will be required to wear a face covering. 

 

 

School Canteen Service 
From Tuesday 1 September, initially, only students entitled to a free school meal will be able to get food 

from the canteen; this will in all probability, be a packed lunch. It is hoped that hot meals will be made 

available in the coming weeks. 

Please ensure that your child has suitable food with them in the morning as parental access to the College 

is hugely restricted in the current circumstances. 

I would remind parents that all fizzy drinks (except carbonated water) and all so-called energy drinks are 

forbidden in the College. 

 

Transport to school and Guidance as to when face masks should be worn 
The guidance is stipulating that public transport should only be used where there is no suitable alternative 

and where this is the case, pupils must wear a face mask.  Parents are asked to ensure their child has a 

mask, as the school will not be in a position to provide them; given the frequency of use, washable masks 

are recommended. Given the layout of our building, the size of classrooms and one-way system in place, 

students will not need to wear masks when in school, however they may do so if they wish.  Travelling to 

school by car with members of other households is to be avoided.  Where appropriate, cycling or walking 

to school is strongly encouraged.  The guidance is also recommending the use of ‘Park and Stride’ 

facilities, which in essence encourages the parent/carer to drop their child in a safe space near the school 

and let them walk in. This would be encouraged by the school as a practical way to minimise congestion 

on the school site.   

 

Care and Welfare 

We appreciate that some students may be anxious about their return to full time education. To support our 

students with their return to school, each year group will have a bespoke Induction Programme. This will 

focus on health and well-being, emotional resilience and coping with change. The Year Heads will make 

contact with parents should any issues arise. 

The College’s SENCo and her team of Classroom Assistant will offer one to one support for students 

with a statement of special educational need. 

 

Uniform 

Students are expected to wear their full school uniform as normal. I want to highlight that College policy 

does not permit any facial piercings. Students are only permitted a single silver or gold stud in each ear 

lobe. Acrylic or gel nails are not permitted and hair should be of a natural colour. 

 

Medical Precautions 
In terms of medical precautions, please do not send your child to school if they are displaying any 

symptoms, namely, a new continuous cough or high temperature/fever or anosmia (a loss or a change in 

your normal sense of smell, which can also affect your sense of taste).  Likewise, if your child becomes 

unwell, they, along with any other members of the same household who are students/staff at the school 

will need to be collected and taken home and advised to follow the PHA guidance for households with 

possible coronavirus infection. 

Should your child falls into the clinically vulnerable or clinically extremely vulnerable category or if you 

as the parent or other household member were shielding, it is advised that you contact your hospital 

consultant or General Practitioner (GP) to discuss your child’s return to school and communicate the 

outcome directly to either myself or Mrs Harris at your earliest convenience. If your family has or will be 

returning from a holiday destination, please strictly adhere to the quarantine guidance before sending your 

child back to school. 



 

Full compliance with all procedures is expected at all times to ensure everyone is safe; students who 

persistently fail or refuse to follow them will have to study from home. It should be noted that the 

guidance given to schools enables students to be excluded from school if they wilfully fail to adhere to 

the protocols and procedures. Given the potentially lethal consequences of a COVID-19 infection the 

College will be taking a zero-tolerance approach in dealing with any breaches of discipline.  

 

A detailed guide on how the College is minimising the risk to all members of its community will be sent 

out on the SIMS Parent App and will also be published on the College website. I would ask that you 

would take time to read it carefully  

 

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding in dealing with these matters. I acknowledge that 

some of the changes to how the College operates on a daily basis may seem drastic, but the current 

ongoing situation requires them to be made in the interest of everyone’s health and safety.  

 

Yours faithfully, 

  

Mr A J Hutchinson 

Principal 

 

 

 


