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What do I have to do to take this 

course? 

Have you enjoyed all, some or bits of Geography 

during Y8, 9 and 10? Has there been a topic or 

topics you’ve found really interesting? Are you inter-

ested in learning about the world on your doorstep 

as well as on the other side of the globe? Have you 

achieved good attainment 

scores in Tracked Assess-

ments? Are you willing to work 

hard and be committed to 

learning and achieving your 

best ? If yes, then you’re ready 

for GCSE Geography! 

Careers with Geography 

Geography can lead to many related university 

courses but it is also held in high regard by many 

employers due to the vast range of skills a geogra-

pher will develop through a GCSE course. Skills 

such as communication, decision making, enquiry, 

problem solving; research, data collection and 

working in teams are just a few as well as the es-

sential geographical knowledge and understanding 

developed. GCSE geographers have gone on to 

become entrepreneurs, engineers, town planners, 

teachers, aid workers, social workers, travel 

agents, sports and leisure managers, environmen-

tal consultants to name just a few! 

Geography is Taught by 

   Mr Viner        Mrs Martin          Mrs McIvor               Dr Brown 
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Famous Geographers! 

Mother Teresa: Missionary in Calcutta 

Michael Palin: Of Monty Python 

Michael Jordan: NBA Basketball player 

Prince William: Heir to the throne of England 

Matthew Pinsent: Olympic Gold Medalist 

James Cracknell: Olympic Gold Medalist 

How can I find out more? 

There are a number of ways you can find out 

more about Geography at Glastry. These include: 

 The CCEA microsite  

           www.ccea.org.uk/geography 

 Teachers at your school or college 

 Students who have already studied the    

 subject 

G e o g r a p h y  a t  G l a s t r y  

Geoquotes! 

‘Border relations between Canada and Mexico 

have never been better’ George W Bush  

‘Geography is the subject which holds the key to 

the future’ Michael Palin 

‘We don’t inherit the Earth from our ancestors, 

we borrow it from our children’ Ancient Sioux 

Indian Proverb 

http://www.ccea.org.uk/geography


F i e l d w o r k  

Unit 3: Fieldwork  

In Y12 you will complete a simple geographical enquiry based 

around a fieldtrip to the river Enler. This will involve putting on 

wellies and waders and if you’re unlucky getting a little or a lot 

wet! You will have to plan the fieldwork, collect data and then 

write it up when you get back to the classroom. This is a 

terrific part of the course and a real opportunity to study 

geography first hand and get out of the classroom into the 

world to learn about the geography around you, that you live in 

and experience everyday.  You will also investigate coastal 

processes and defences in Ballyhalbert. 

Turn on your TV, listen to the radio, or surf the internet 

almost any day and you will see and listen to coverage of 

events and issues that are at the very heart of Geogra-

phy. Events such as flooding, storms and earthquakes or 

issues concerning climate change, fair trade and immi-

gration are all fundamentally geographical. Geography 

tackles these big issues! 

Through studying Geography you will develop an aware-

ness and understanding of our changing world and learn 

to take a critical and reflective approach to the world 

around you. You will also be challenged to research and 

investigate local and global topical issues through data 

collection in the field and from multimedia sources. Ulti-

mately, you will develop an understanding of your per-

sonal responsibilities for contributing towards a sustain-

able future in our society and on our planet. 

Why study Geography? 
What will I learn? 

Y11 GCSE Unit 1: Understanding Our Natural World 

You will study 4 themes during this year which are: 

River Environments: Rivers, the final frontier. These are the 

voyages of the stone called Sebastian . . . We’ll be studying 

rivers, the work they do, the landforms they create and the 

floods they cause and investigating the life of Seb the Stone 

on his journey from the mountains to the sea.  

Coastal Environments: Sand castles, they’re great fun! But how 

did the sand get on the beach in the first place? And why are 

some cliffs huge and spectacular and others, pathetic? We’ll 

be studying coasts and what we’re doing to protect them.  

Our Changing Weather and Climate: Rain! That’s about all we 

get in ‘Norn Irn’! But why? We’ll learn about the weather, what 

makes it up and what causes our mainly wet and occasional 

sunny day! We’ll also learn about how people are changing 

their climate and the impacts that has not only on the world 

but also on us here in Northern Ireland. 

The Restless Earth: We may not know it . . .but it’s moving! We’ll 

delve even deeper into the mysteries of our planet and explain 

in even greater detail volcanoes, earthquakes and especially 

how they have shaped our landscape here in Northern Ireland! 

We’ll also learn why earthquakes cause so much more dam-

age in poor countries and what can be done about it. 
 

Y12 GCSE Unit 2: Living in Our World 

You will study 4 themes during this year which are: 

People and Migration: We’re getting older! Obviously! But so is 

our population. We’ll look at the impacts of having ageing 

populations as well as the impacts of migration; a big deal 

after the Brexit vote! 

Changing Urban Areas: We’ll also ask why so many people want 

to live in cities and the problems this causes especially in 

poorer countries where a bit of plastic over your head counts 

for a house. 

Contrasts in World Development: Seen Slumdog Millionaire? 

Why do some people rely on game shows and lotteries to real-

ise their dreams and why are some people far poorer than 

others? This is one of the great human problems of our time, 

we’ll be thinking about what we can do to solve the problems 

of unequal development through projects like Fair Trade. 

Managing Our Resources: Drive in the car, heat your home, eat 

your food, watch TV, play x-box etc etc they all use fossil fuels 

but we’re running out of them and fast, but rely on them for so 

much of our ‘normal’ lives! This topic investigates why this 

problem has arisen and what we’re going to do about it! 

How will I be assessed? 
Y11 GCSE Unit 1: Understanding Our Natural World 
 

Y12 GCSE Unit 2: Living in Our World 
 

 Both units have separate written exams of 1&1/2 hours. 

 Each unit is worth 40% of your overall GCSE qualification. 

 Each exam has 4 questions broken into multiple parts. 

 Some questions ask you to study resources like pictures, 

satellite images, graphs etc while others ask you to write in 

detail about some of the things you have learned about in 

the themes like how waterfalls are created or what the im-

pacts of TNCs like Nike are on LEDCs like Bangladesh. 
 

 

Unit 3: Fieldwork  
 This unit is worth 20% of your overall GCSE qualification. 

 This unit is assessed by a 1 hour written exam. 
 You will take a table of data and 3 written hypotheses into 

your exam and will be asked questions where you will have 
to describe how you collected your data, describe patterns 
in your results, explain why these patterns exist and write 
conclusions.  

 

Tiers of Entry 

 There is 1 tier of entry for GCSE Geography 

 This tier allows you to achieve grades from A* to G  


